Growth-promotant implants: managing the tools.
Great contemplation, conversation, and controversy have surrounded the use of growth-promotant implants since their inception in the 1950s. Since the very beginning, the purpose of growth promotants has been to enhance production efficiency, reduce the cost of production, and improve profitability. Changes in our understanding of the physiologic mechanisms involved in growth promotion have not altered this fundamental purpose. With enhanced knowledge of the impact of various compounds and doses on different classes of animals, and with the introduction of numerous products providing those compounds and doses, planning implant programs has become difficult. However, the net return from a well-designed implant program may mean the difference between profit and loss on a given set of cattle.